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- DUDLEY HOUSE .
Madison Dane County, Wisconsin

owner (or Custodian). Gsrman House Holding -;compm.‘

Date of Erection. 1852 - 1860 (aecond floor completed a;{‘ter
Civil War )

Architect. Not known
Builder. William Dudlsy

FPresent Condition. Fsir ,

Number of Storiss. Two

Materisls of Counstruction. Local buff sandétoﬁé'.

Othsr Existing Records. Abstract of Titls: Doty Quit-Claim Dssd,
May 1, 1836, U. S. Patent, Doty and Mason,
August 10, 1857, filed Oct. 16, 1849 ~ et. ssq.
(Secfefr)

Additional Dsta. (See following psages)
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DUDLEY HQUSE :
Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin. \3-MAD

The Dudley House was built on a piece of land that
extended glong Frances Street from State Street fo.langdon
Street, Madieon, Wisconsin. The front faced State Street,
but the house i1s now entered from what wss originally the
side street. The sddress is now designated ﬁumber 568 North
Ffrencee Street.

Even before the U. 8. Govermment issued lend grante in
Wisconsin Territory, Jamee D. Doty, on May let, 1836, executed
e guit-claim deed on Eertain lande including the property on
which the Dudley House now stands. On May 28th of the same
year, a S. T. Mason gave power 6Ff atiorney to Doty, "to divida,:
ley off or otherwise dispose of my interesf'in eert#in lands
jointly owned by said Doty and myself at or nesr the Four Lakes
of Wisconsin.” A United Statee patent dmted August 10, 1837,
grants the land -to Doty snd Mason, though this deed was not
filed until Cctober 16, 1849. |

- Further perusal of the abstract that gave the:above infor—
mation tells that in 1852 William Dudley acquired a piece’of' 
lend in whet was then the village of Madison for §400.00. On
this laﬁd betwéeﬁ 1652 and February 25;7;85Q, Dudléy built
his houss. On the latter date the sherrff'ef Pene County con-

veyed the propefty to Marshall, Ellis aqd”I;sley. These men

were Wiscbnsin‘s‘
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first bankers and were chartered to operate at Madison

in 1852,

William Dudley was a merchant and conducted a general
gstore. He was recognized as & leader in the

communi ty, During the year April 1859 to April 1860,
he was alderman of the city of Madison, It was the
depression of 1887 that affected the affairs of Mr.
Dudley: not only did he find difficulty in paying his
taxes, but he was forced tc abandon the work on his
house., It was not until after the Civil War that the
second floor was finishéd, which accounts for the
different door and window trim employed._ By 1874
William Dudley had improved his clrcumstances to such
an extent that he was able -to buy land a6301n1ng his

property for $500, OO.

On the death of William Dudley all real estate of the
deceased was 1eft to his éon Charles L. Dudley, who
died about 1883, his widow dccuPYing'the;house fcf'
some time after, Since then it has changed hands mahy'
times. For a while it was the home'of'a school.for.
boys. It. serVed.at-éne time a8 a'club.house, and at
other. tlmes it was a roomlng and boardzng house._:At'
the present time 1t is held by the German Eouse ' ;
Holdlng Company and known as the “Eeutsches Haus“ and

15 the home of a soror;ty who maJor 1n Genman at the




University of Wisconsin, la-z\kﬁ'”
About the time that the City of Madison'was Qrganized

in 1856, the town experienced a great huilding boom,

The City Hall was being built and.work was going on at
the State Capitol. The Dudley House is one of =z dozen
or more large stone residences of this period., Because -
of the peculiar topography of the city, being situatesd

as it is between a number of lakes, it developed in

such a way that these old-timers are for the most part
still standing, They are, indeed, a credit to the
city, all being sturdily built and possessing a rugged

classic style peouliar to the locali ty.

It is interesting to note that the local building gtone,
except where quité recently employed by way of quoins_ |
and otherx incidental_features, an occasional foundatién;- 
and as veneer over several new frame residences, was

not generally used after theldld boom referred té.

Thus, a stone residence in Madisoh is either'from-a

time just prior to the Civil War or very new, To |
discoverfthe_Probablé reason for this'cne.muét' |
‘examine the stone. 1t is a fine-grained, light

- oolored, buff:sandfstone._ It lends itself;to.cuﬁfipg'ﬁ
and carving splendidlj - but.it eiodes réﬁidly. 'Undér
the porch roofs and other prcgections on “the Dudley :

:House the surfaces are Just as fresh and crisp as they

- were: when the stone-cutter produced tham.. Exposed
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architectural detail is go badly eroded that the remain-
ing rounded blobs give but little indication as to the
original form, Presumably a combination of the effects
of the 1857 depression and the discovery that the |
material was not am entirely satisfactory as earlier
conclusions would have it, resulted in the discontinuance
of its use from the Civil War times until just recently.
Undoubtedly there were stone buildings built locally
before the great boom; however, probably none of these
had carved or cut surfaces on which the eroding tendency

of the material might have been discovered.

The Dudley House recommends itself, not because it was
the scene of important historical events, but because its
‘style is a distinct contribution to American

Architectﬁre.

District Officer,

Written by

Hugo Logemann
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